
Ross Smith II <rasa7777@gmail.com>

Request for clarification and documentation regarding educational background
Ross Smith <ross@smithii.com> Mon, Apr 20, 2026 at 8:30 AM
To: Cathie Rigby <ElectCathieRigby@gmail.com>
Cc: cathie.rigby@gmail.com

Dear Cathie Rigby Campaign,

I am writing to request clarification regarding the educational-background statement published in the Official Lincoln
County 2026 Primary Election Voters’ Pamphlet (link). In that pamphlet, under “Educational Background,” Cathie Rigby’s
statement says: “University of Utah: Master’s in Public Policy; Bachelor’s in Political Science.” The pamphlet also states
that Cathie Rigby furnished this information, and the county did not verify its accuracy.

I reviewed two National Student Clearinghouse DegreeVerify certificates to confirm the listed degrees. One certificate
verified a University of Utah Bachelor of Science awarded on December 18, 2015, with a major in Political Science. A
separate DegreeVerify request for a 2018 University of Utah degree returned “Unable to Respond,” rather than verifying a
degree. These are attached to this email.

I am also including a screenshot (below) from the University of Utah Master of Public Policy alumni page for 2018 (link). I
did not see Ms. Rigby’s name listed under any graduating class, although I recognize that an alumni webpage may be
incomplete or nonauthoritative and may not resolve the issue one way or the other.

In light of this, I am asking the campaign to provide a copy of the diploma confirming that Ms. Rigby received a master’s
degree in public policy from the University of Utah. If the published statement was misstated in any way, I would
appreciate a clarification.

If you can provide documentation or clarification by Wednesday, April 23, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Pacific, I would appreciate it,
and I will take it into account before publishing anything further.

Sincerely,

Ross Smith II
ross@smithii.com
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2 attachments

2026-04-14-BA-Verification.Rigby_Redacted.pdf
680K

2026-04-15-Masters-Verification.Rigby_Redacted.pdf
1007K
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