April 24, 2026

Oregon Secretary of State
Elections Division

255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 126
Salem, OR 97310-1342

Re: Formal investigation request regarding degree statement in Lincoln County voters’
pamphlet

To the Elections Division:

| am a registered Oregon voter and submit this signed request for review of a possible false
statement in a candidate statement published in the Lincoln County voters’ pamphlet for the May
19, 2026 primary election.

This request concerns an alleged false statement made in the voters’ pamphlet, which falls within
the Elections Division’s stated investigative jurisdiction.

The statement at issue appears on page 15 of the Lincoln County voters’ pamphlet and states:
“Educational Background: University of Utah: Master’s in Public Policy.”

The statement concerns Cathie Rigby’s representation that she holds a master’s degree in public
policy from the University of Utah.

| request review because records | obtained do not appear to verify that claimed degree through
the University of Utah’s designated third-party verification process. The University of Utah states
that it has authorized the National Student Clearinghouse to act as its agent for all enrollment and
degree verifications, and that all third-party enroliment and degree verifications must be completed
through that provider.

Oregon case law has held that when a candidate chooses to file a voters’ pamphlet statement, the
required educational-background portion is “required under the election laws,” and that knowingly
false statements in that required factual section may violate ORS 260.715(1). See State v.
Huntley, 82 Or App 350 (1986).

The same claimed master’s degree also appears in other public materials, including Ms. Rigby’s
January 2026 application for a Lincoln County commissioner vacancy. | include that material as
corroborating context, but this request is focused on the voters’ pamphlet statement itself.

The enclosed materials include:

1. Lincoln County Voters’ Pamphlet for the May 19, 2026 election, with the relevant statement
highlighted. See page 15."

1 https://www.co.lincoln,or,us/208/Elections
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2. University of Utah webpage stating that third-party degree verification must be completed
through the National Student Clearinghouse.?

3. National Student Clearinghouse DegreeVerify materials obtained through the University of
Utah’s designated third-party verification process.

4. Cathie Rigby's January 2026 commissioner vacancy application. See pages 1 and 6.2

5. Copies of correspondence showing that Ms. Rigby and her campaign manager were asked
to provide clarification or documentation by 5:00 p.m. on April 23, 2026, and that no
response had been received by that deadline.

To be clear, | am not asking the Division to accept my conclusions without review. | am asking the
Division to examine whether the degree representation in the voters’ pamphlet is accurate, and io
take any action it deems appropriate within its authority.

My concern is narrow. This request is limited to the claimed master’s degree representation and
the supporting records enclosed with this letter.

If Ms. Rigby or her campaign later provides clarification or documentation, | am prepared to forware
that material promptly so the record remains complete and fair.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, M
fers Sy,

Ross Smith

Lincoln City, Oregon

Attachments:

1. Exhibit-1-Lincoln-County-Voters-Pamphlet-2026-05-19.pdf
Exhibit-2-University-of-Utah-Third-Party-Degree-Verification-Process. pdf
Exhibit-3a-DegreeVerify-BA-Cathie-Rigby.pdf
Exhibit-3b-DegreeVerify-MA-Cathie-Rigby.pdf
Exhibit-4-Rigby-January-2026-Commissioner-Vacancy-Application. pdf
Exhibit-5a-Email-Request-for-Clarification-and-Documentation.pdf
Exhibit-5b-Text-Messages-to-Campaign-Manager-Andrew-Keating.pdf
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